
 

YULIIA 

My family is from the city of Soledar in the Donetsk 

region, located 18 kilometres from Bakhmut. We have two 

children (a daughter, 10 years old, and a son, 17) and 

my husband (he has bronchial asthma). We had our own 

home. We worked. First, I worked as a kindergarten 

teacher, and later in a store. My husband worked at a 

factory. The children went to school. Everything was 

good. 

When everything began, we stayed until the very last 

moment; we did not plan to leave. We hoped that the 

enemy would not enter our city. Even when there were 

no basic conditions anymore (no water, gas, or 

electricity), we survived thanks to a well and a fire 

outside, even when, in August, I was wounded by a piece 

of shrapnel. The children also did not want to go 

anywhere. 

But in November 2022, Ukrainian soldiers came and said 

that we couldn't stay anymore - the enemy was already 

very close, just one kilometre away. Andrii (a soldier) 

evacuated us; he allowed us to take only a few 

belongings. Instead of taking things, we took our dog, 

our cat, and our guinea pig. In Dnipro, we spent one 

day at a church, where volunteers provided us with 

assistance. Then we decided to go to my sister's, to a 

village in the Kyiv region (she had left earlier). 

People helped us with clothes, dishes, and household 

items. We wanted to rent another place to live because 

the roof leaks, the windows are not suitable, and the 

floor is also not suitable. However, no one rents 

housing here; they only sell it. And we don't have that 

kind of money. 

We want to stay and live in this village because it is 

cosy here, and the people are good. Our child attends 

school, and she enjoys it very much. My husband found 

a job. I have great hope that you will help us and that 

we will have a HOME again. 

 



 

YULIIA 

Peli can live: Yuliia's parents stayed in Soledar 

because they had nowhere else to go, and living in 

their own house seemed safer than venturing into the 

unknown. But during most of the occupation, they lived 

in the basement of their private home. On June 1, 2025, 

Yuliia's mother called her so that Yuliia could speak 

with her father and persuade him to leave. On June 7, 

some fellows called - they said that her parents were 

gone. A shell hit their basement directly. 

 

 

 

 


