
 

 

NATALIIA I. 

Hello. My name is Nataliia. There are four children in 

our family (three daughters and a son). We used to live 

in a village near Mariupol. I worked in a store, my 

husband served in the Armed Forces of Ukraine, and the 

older children attended the village school. Our 

youngest daughter, who has hearing impairments, studied 

at a boarding school in Mariupol. We had our own house, 

a car, jobs, and all our relatives nearby. We had plans 

for the future and dreams of a happy life. 

 

 

But after February 24, 2024, everything changed. We 

found ourselves surrounded by the enemy. Our village 

was occupied. It was very frightening. Russian soldiers 

with weapons came into our house, threatening to take 

us away in an unknown direction. At the beginning of 

April, we managed to leave, although the journey to 

Zaporizhzhia was very difficult. In three days, we 

reached Slovakia, where caring people sheltered us. But 

that was only for two months. And so we moved two more 

times. 

 

 

In December 2024, we returned to Ukraine to be closer 

to my husband, who is defending our Homeland. I wanted 

the children to see their father at least once a year. 

But even here, we had to constantly move because the 

housing was either too expensive or put up for sale. 

Finally, we now have the chance to have our own place 

where we can be together as a whole family. And this 

home will be ours. Therefore, we would like to thank 

all the people who supported us. 

 

 

 


